LABOURITES    AND    PSEUDO-LEFTS
government officials, who chanted gutturally in a monoton-
ous, spiritless voice: * Vive la France! Vive la France!'
The  U,S.S.R*  represented  a  difficulty.   Naturally, a
Labour Government was Inclined to favour closer relations
with* the Soviet Government and the granting of trading
credits; on the other hand, the memory of the Zinovieff
Letter and its disastrous electoral consequences was still
fresh, and the Daily Worker, which had just began publica-
tion, contained regular fulminations against 'the Social-
Fascists and King's toadies of the Labour Government/
who, 'not content with keeping Indian workers rotting in
Meerut Prison, are openly shooting down unarmed Negro
workers in Nigeria,5 and repeatedly expressed its determina-
tion to expose 'the reactionary schemes of the trade union
bureaucracy and the Labourites and pseudo-lefts/   The
Foreign Secretary was bombarded with questions about
Anglo-Soviet relations in the House of Commons, and the
cautious statements which these questions elicited were
impatiently received by many Government supporters.
Admiration for the Soviet regime had greatly increased
since the introduction of the Five-Year Plan in 1929, though
more among Liberals and the professional classes than
among trade unionists, who from the beginning showed
themselves to be less easily deluded by Soviet propaganda
than university professors, writers and clergymen.   Pro-
fessor Julian Huxley, for instance, had no difficulty in
believing that 'while we were in Russia a German town-
planning expert was travelling over the huge Siberian
spaces in a special train with a staff of assistants, where
cities are to arise, stopping for a few days, picking out the
best site, laying down the broad outlines of the future city,
and passing on, leaving the details to be filled in by archi-
tects and engineers who remain,' or that * Stalin himself
sometimes comes down to the Moscow goods sidings to
help;'1 whereas the late Herbert Smith, President of the
Miners' Federation, and Sir Waiter Citrine, both of whom
visited the U.S.S.R., showed an irritating disinclination to
1A Scientist Among the Soviets.
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